FILED

JUL 15 202
IN THE ALABAMA COURT OF THE JUDICIARY
COURT OF THE JUDICIARY
Rebecca C. Ostes
IN THE MATTER OF: Secretary

JOHN RANDALL “RANDY” JINKS
PROBATE JUDGE
TALLADEGA COUNTY

CASE NO. 57

* % % ¥ ¥

JUDICIAL INQUIRY COMMISSION’S RESPONSE TO
JUDGE JINKS’S MOTIONS FOR DISCLOSURE OF WITNESSES
AND FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

COMES NOW, the Judicial Inquiry Commaission (hereinafter “the
Commission”) and hereby responds to Probate Judge John Randall
“Randy” Jinks's (hereinafter “Judge Jinks”) motions for disclosure of
witnesses and for extension of time. In support thereof, the Commission
states as follows:

1. On May 7, 2021, this Court set the above-styled case for a
hearing to be held on May 12, 2021 to address specific motions and noted
in its Order that “any other pending pretrial matters will be considered
at this hearing.” The Court further ordered that the parties “should be
prepared to discuss potential trial dates for this case.”

2. During the hearing of May 12, 2021, the Commission
disclosed that it planned on calling approximately 15 witnesses at the

trial. At that time, Judge Jinks failed to request a mutual exchange of



witness lists and/or that a scheduling order be issued.

3. As of today's date, Judge Jinks has failed to propound any
discovery on the Commission requesting witness names or any other
information, and instead in violation of Rule 37 of the Alabama Rules of
Civil Procedure, moved to compel the Commission to provide its witnesses
within 7 days. See Rule 37(2), Ala. R. Civ. P.

4, Further, as of today’s date, Judge Jinks has failed to request
from the Commission any mutual exchange of witness lists, which has
customarily been ordered by the Court in previous trials pursuant to a
scheduling order.

5. The Commission requests a scheduling order be issued in this
case for a mutual exchange of witness lists, etc. Said scheduling order
would resolve Judge Jinks's motion concerning disclosure of witnesses.

6. As justification for a postponement of the trial, Judge Jinks
asserts that the official transcripts of Judge Jinks’s depositions of the four
primary witnesses (over two full days) are needed to file motions to
dismiss.

7. Pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) of the Alabama Rules of Civil

Procedure, motions to dismiss shall be made before pleading. See Rule
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12(b)(6), Ala. R. Civ. P.

8. Judge Jinks has already filed a responsive pleading, his
answer and denial, and in fact, did so on April 28, 2021 without filing any
motion to dismiss.

9. Judge Jinks further asserts that to adequately prepare for
trial, he must depose “each and every person” the Commaission intends to
call as a witness.

10. Judge Jinks, by the trial date, will have had ample
opportunity to get ready for trial. From the Court’s May 12, 2021 hearing
until the August 16, 2021 trial date, the parties will have had more than
three months to prepare for trial. The Commission submits more
specifically the following:

a. From October 28, 2020 until March 23, 2021, Judge Jinks was

represented by two attorneys, during which time Judge Jinks was

served with copies of all transcripts from the eight witnesses who
appeared and testified under oath before the Commission during its
investigation stage.

b. During their representation, Judge Jinks filed with the

Commission a factually detailed 24-page response to the
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Commission’s investigation (filed November 12, 2020). See attached
Response marked as Exhibit 1.

C. The Commission filed the Complaint against Judge Jinks in
this Court on March 4, 2021. Clearly, the vast majority of the
Complaint is based on the anticipated testimonies of current and
former employees in the probate-court office—including four
primary witnesses who testified before the Commission and who
Judge Jinks has already deposed. See also § 4 of the Complaint
(noting that Judge Jinks’s charged conduct “has been primarily
directed at and/or witnessed by certain employees under his
supervision” and naming those employees. In addition, the
Complaint references four attorneys (Owsley, ADA Felton, West,
Echols), and the allegations in § 87 relate to documents personally
served on Judge Jinks. In short, via the Complaint’s specific
allegations, Judge Jinks has had ample information that could
reasonably lead to the discovery of admissible evidence.

d. On March 13, 2021, Judge Jinks took to Facebook to address,
in multiple paragraphs, the Complaint and its allegations.

e. On March 18, 2021, Judge dJinks appeared on the local

4



television show, “Daybreak Live,” on WOIL & WOTM for 28
minutes, specifically addressing and answering questions about the
allegations in the Complaint.
f. Judge Jinks received additional time to file a responsive
pleading and filed a detailed responsive pleading on April 28, 2021.
g. In the Court’s Order of June 22, 2021, this Court allowed
Judge Jinks to depose four witnesses, with only one business-days’
notice, explaining:
Although the notice provided to these witnesses is short, the
Court intends to set _a trial date in this case so that
depositions need to be taken as soon as possible. The time for
production of documents is normally longer than the time
provided in the subpoenas issued by Judge Jinks, but the
Court can allow a short time to produce documents if

appropriate under the circumstances. The Court will allow
the depositions to proceed as scheduled.

(Emphasis added.) Despite the Court’s express intent to set a trial and
the caution that the depositions needed to be taken as soon as possible,
Judge Jinks has not—as of this date, July 15, 2021—requested any
further depositions nor reached out to the Commission’s counsel to
coordinate available times for further depositions.

11. Thus, Judge Jinks has failed to demonstrate good cause for

any delay of the trial in this matter. See Rule 16(b), Ala. R. Civ. P.
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12. The Commission is compelled to address Judge Jinks’s
assertion that a delay in the trial date will not adversely affect the
Commission. Prejudice to the Commission is irrelevant at this juncture
in the proceedings.

13. Rather, the Commission reiterates its averments in its April
9, 2021 pleading in this matter, i.e., over three months ago:

The Alabama Supreme Court recognized the compelling need for
expediency in adjudicating a pending complaint in this Court in its
Rule 8, Ala. R. P. Ct. Jud., which states, “The Court shall fix a
date for hearing upon the complaint as expeditiously as possible,”
and Rule 7, which provides, “Dilatory motions will be treated with
disfavor. Any action which, in the opinion of the Court, would
interfere with the prompt disposition of the proceedings pending
before the Court shall be discouraged.”

14. Any delay now—particularly given that Judge Jinks has
failed to satisfy his burden of establishing good cause for his request—
would be at the expense of the public, the judiciary in general, the other
judges covering his judicial duties, and the Commission’s witnesses who
should not have to endure continued distress and embarrassment.

15. Judge Jinks's grossly inappropriate demeanor, as alleged in
the Complaint, has injured respect for the judiciary, and further the

public’s confidence in the judicial system has been gravely eroded. The

public’s interest in an expedited resolution of disciplinary proceedings
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against Judge Jinks advances the goal of restoring and maintaining the
public’s confidence and trust in this State’s judiciary.

WHEREFORE, premises considered, the Commission respectfully
requests that this Honorable Court issue a scheduling order for the
mutual exchange of witness lists and further deny an extension of time
for trial of this matter.

RESPECTFULLY submitted this 15th day of July, 2021.

/s/ _Elizabeth C. Bern
Elizabeth C. Bern

Attorney for the Commission
Alabama Judicial Inquiry
Commission

P.O. Box 303400

Montgomery, AL 36130-3400
elizabeth.bern@jic.alabama.gov
(334) 242-4089




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have, on this 15th day of July, 2021,
electronically filed the foregoing with the Court of the Judiciary, and
that I have further served a copy upon the following by placing same in
the United States Mail, postage prepaid and properly addressed and/or
via email as follows:

Amanda Hardy

1620 Tara Drive

Chelsea, Alabama 35051
amandahardylaw@gmail.com

/s/ Elizabeth C. Bern
OF COUNSEL




Exhibit 1

COPELAND
FRANCO

ATTORNEYS AT LAW SINCE 1047

November 12, 2020

VIA EMAIL

Billy Bedsole, Esq.

Chairman, Judicial Inquiry Commission
401 Adams Avenue, Suite 720
Montgomery, Al 36130-3400

Denr Mr. Bedsole and Members of the Commission:

Judge Randy Jinks has asked that we assist hum in responding (o your letter of Qctlober 7.
2020, regarding the complaints mace by Ms. P We understand that the Comimiission has
decided to investigate fourteen allegations. Several of those allepations. however, do not fall
within the jurisdiction of the Judicial Inquiry Commission (“IIC™) beeause the events arise in the
context of a probate judge’s administrative. non-judicial role. and we request that the JIC dismiss
those charges.

L =11, These allegations claim that Judge Jinks made sexually and racially insensitive
comments and that certain of his actions were inappropriate with respect to gender and race.
Because these contentions, by their nature and number, overwhelm the remainder ol the
complaint, and in some respects seem designed (o turn the Commission against Judge Jinks
emolionally, | will dcal with them at the end of this submission. I will note here that in many
cases the allepations are flatly untrue ot badly and misleadingly overstated, and in other
instances are the product of misunderstanding and misinterpretation. |

' 1 also note that the allegations made against Judge Jinks in these scctions of the complaint deal
with the administrative conduct ol his office.  There are other agencies, including the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, that do have yurisdiction over such allegations and are
more appropriate formms for the adjudication ot such contentions.  Tor thar reason, even if the
Commission finds it has jurisdiction. Judge Jinks asks that the JC stay consideration ol thesc
charges until aficr the employces pursue their other administrative and judicial remedies.

Coreeanp, Franco, Screws & G, PA.
444 South Percy SU. Monigomery, AL 36104 * PO. Box 347 Monigomery, AL 36101-0347
334.834.1180 Fax 334.834.3172 copelandiranco.com
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Iv. R e wrations

Tudge Jinks became acquainted with Ms, I in 2013, well before be hecame Probate
Judge. Ms. T was a wailress at the Huddle Touse in Harpersville where Judge Jinks alien
ate breaklast, and she regularly waited an him. Judge Jinks usually read a book while he atc, and
on one occasion, Ms. T laid a book. “The Shack!™, on the table and asked Judge Jinks to
read it. She said Judge Jinks would be unable (o put it down once he started reading it. She was
right, and Judge Jinks was impressed that Ms, T was f reader.

1t is {air to say that Judge Jinks and Ms. I’ were friendly, and that he subsequently
tricd to help her. Tle emphaticatly denics, however, that they had anything other than a purely
and totally platonic relationship. A few months alter Judge lnks Hirst met Ms. T shic quit
her job at the Huddle House, and although they had become I‘acebook [riends, he lost track of
her for some time, 1le then received a message that she was at the Lovelady Center in
Birmingham and learncd she was in trouble for drugs.

Again, months, or maybe a ycar, passed before Judge Jinks heard from her again. Judge
Jinks believes it was around April off 2016, when Ms, T wld him she was in trouble; that
she was seven months pregnant, had no job. no money. and no place o live. She was staying
with one friend and then another, She said she needed help 1o go home 10 live with her mother in
Plant City, Florida. After trying to come up with an alternative solution, Judge Jinks agreed to
drive her lo her home. e picked Ms. T up on a Friday allernoon at 3 pm. They drove
straight through to Plant City, Florida, arriving around 2 a.m. the next morning. Judge Jinks
bricfly spoke to Ms. T mother who allowed lim Lo sleep in a guest bedroom. He woke up
afler four hours of sleep, wrote Ms. anote, lell her approximaiely $60 dollars, and drove
straight home. After Ms. T baby boy was born. Judge links heard from Ms, T only
sporadically.

102018 or early 2019, Ms. T called Judge Jinks (o say she was back in Shelby
County staying al a motel where people stay by the week and sharing a room with someonc she
described as an uncle ol her daughter. Judge Jinks visited her onc time, taking her 1o cat and 10
Waimart where he bought diapers and shoes for her little boy. A few wecks later, Ms, T
called Judge Jinks saying that she had been arrested for possession. She also had probation
violations, Withowt assistance {rom Judge Jinks, Ms. T was released. but missed her cournt
date the next weck. She was arvested and stayed in the Shelby County jail from sometime in
October 2019 until April 2020 on what was primarily a lailure to appear charge. During this
time. Ms. 'l mother came to Alabama and got Ms. T liule boy.

Judge Jinks was frustrated with Ms. T for messing wp, but afier a while began 1o
(cel sorry for her, 1t seemed (0 him that she was being held a long time for a possession charge
and for a (ailure 1o appear. Having no legal training (or even a college education), Tudge links
called retived Circuit Judge Bill Powers for advice. Judge Powers had been a judge in Talladega
County when Judge Tinks was a teenager and had also been Judge Jinks® Sunday school teacher,
Judge Powers, who lives in Shelby County. said he knew Judge Crowson and would talk 1o him
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about Judge Jinks did not ask Judge Powers 1o make that call, but he also did not know
anything was potentially wrong with the call.

On one oceasion. Judge links personally called the DA s oilice in Shelby Couniy and
asked whetheril Ms, T had a place to stay and someone willing Lo hetp her gain
conployment, the DA would consider an carly release — especially given that Alabamia was in the
carly stages of the pandemic. The DA declined.

Judge Jinks never asked Bob Fchols or Amanda Hardy 1o do ansthing with respect (o Ms.
| When they 1old Judge Dinks in casual conversation that they made sometling ol'a
manistry out of helping young wamen in trouble, including some in jail who they would pray
with. cncourage, and even provide a litde Mnancial assistance ko, Judge links mentioned that he

also was rying o assista young woman in jail. i, Ms.l Later when Mr, Echols and Ms
[Hardy were at the jail Lo see someone else. they decided - Judge hinks was told on the spur of the
moment = 1o also visit with Ms. - Judge Jinks was senta photograph of them praying
together,

Later, without any request {from Judge Jinks that he do so. but rather based on his own
knowledge ol Ms, T M Behols ifed a petition seeking 1o obtain Ms, T release
from jail. ¥Either belore or aller Mr. Echols Tiled the petition. Judge Jinks belicves Mr. Lchols
called him and said that he was in Judge Crowson’s ollice and that the Judge was on the phone
with the DA, Alter maybe g minwe, Judge Crowson appeared on the phone and said he was
alking (o the DAL Judge Jinks does not recall asking Judge Crowson o do anyihing and spoke
10 him for only sround a minute. Judge Jinks never initiated any conversation with Judge
Crowson and spuke to hun onty once. Judge Jinks does not believe he knows Judge Crowson.

To the extent that the help Judge Jinks was willing to provide 1o Ms. | appeared n
a petition filed by Mr. Echols, Judge Jinks neither authorized. nor knew about, the inclusion of
that information in the petition. Judge hnks however. never made any seeret ol his willingness
to help Ms, T and probably mentioned it to Mr, Lchols and Ms. Hardy. ns well as 1o others,
ncluding Ms. P

During her time m jail, Ms. | on occasion texted and called Judge Jinks. and he ai
times put a few dollars on her card so that she could call 1o cheek on her son and so that she
could buy snacks. While Ms. T was in jail. she beseeched Judge Jinks to helpher get on
her feet alter she was released. Judge Jinks belicved that despite Ms. T problems, she
was a religious person wha often read ber Bible and that she was ready 10 put her lile in order.
Because fudge Jinks believes in second chances and in redemption, he told Ms. 1 he would
try 1 help her by findg her a place to stay and by trving (o lind hera job, Toward that ¢nd.
Jucpe Jinks purchased an RV for Ms. 1 1o stay in and placed it on his Tanuly property. e
also discussed possibie employment Tor her with Ms, P . dudge Jinks was aware thay the
county had hired trustees when they got out ol jail and that the Probate Judge's oflice had olien
hircd temporary help during clections. He discussed these possibilities with Ms. I
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AL some poihtin Aprd 2020, and largely because ol the pandemie and Governor Ivey’s
order requiring that certain inmates be released. Ms, Hardy informed Judge Jinks thar Ms
T was being released from jail. That day was the st time Judge Tinks {earned that M.
ehols had caused 1o be putin the court order that Judge links was 1o be s, 'l sponsor,
providing her a place o live and helping her gain employment. As a result of Mr. Lichal™s
petitian wnd the pandemic. Ms, 1 was redeased 27 days prior w her olfical release date.

Two days afier she was released. Ms. 'l left Judge Jink's RV and Judge Jinks has
not scen her since that time. Fe has since discovered that the first night she was out of jail. she
drank nearly o hall boitle of Vieks Night-Time Nyquil. ludge Jinks now knows. therefore, that
Ms. wag not ready 1o get her life in order despite her many promises to the contrary.
Aler Ms. T left Judge Jinks™ property. and while she and her daughter were staying with a
lriend for a few days. Judge Jinks 101d her she was no longer welcome on Tis property becausce
he wasn't going 1o expose his amily to COVID-1Y. Judge Tinks wishes Ms. | welll but he
has no information about where she is or what she is doing at this time.

The MC should know that Ms, ' 15 not the only person i need who Judge Jinks has
ttied to assist. She is not even the latest example ol his charitable ways and caring spirit. Should

the NC determine that such examples might be relevant w s consideration, [ will provide them.

V. Attorney Robert M, Echols, Jr. Alegations

Judge Jinks met Bob ehols i the b of 2018, He did not know Mr. Echols at the time.
but had known Amanda |ardy since 2003 when she inteined in the Third Congressional Distric
Orfice. Ms. Hardy. who, although not an employee. had practiced law al Mr, ichols” office
since she was admitied to the Bar in May. 2017, calied Judge links during the Fadl campaign and
asked him to join Mr. Lichols and her for lunch. The three of then had Tunch. and on that
oceasion. Mr. Fchols contributed $500 10 Judge Jinks” campaign. There wirs no mention al thal
Tunch of the possibility that adoptions might be filed in Judge Jinks” court should he he elected.

Rather, 10 was several months after Judge finks swas clected that Mr, chols and Ms.
Flardy 1irst visited his office to broach the subject ol filing actoptions in his court where venue
was inanother county. Mr, Tichols and Ms. Hardy explained thal in cerlain counties adoptions
were not handled as professionatly or timely as they should be. so that they Tiked 1o file in
countics where adoptions were given more appropriate attention.” They also explained that
every Probate Judge had jurisdiction over adoptions regardless of venue. but that il venue was
challenged, it was appropriate to vansier the adoption 10 a county with vemue,

Despite that both Ms. PP and Ms. 1) in budge links™ office made 1t ¢lear that
they did not like My, Echols and did not want him o file adoptions in Talladega County without
venue, the more Judge Jinks talked w M. Yehols and Ms. Hardy. the more he could see how

? By way of sxample, alter the beginning ul the pandemic, the Jelfeison County adophon stall compietely shul
dowrn and stafl members were not, according 1o Mr, Echols, even working froim home.  Shelby County slowed
down stgnificantly atthouogh its staff was working from home.
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passionate they were about this work and how they approached it more like a ministry --a
munistry for children who need a home and for prospective parents who have longed (o have &
child - than just an area of law practice. Ve decided. therefore. to cheek out what they had told
him.

Because Mr. Lichols mentioned that a ot of his adoptions had been handled by now
retived Probate Judge Tunking in ltowah County when venue fay elsewhere, Judpe Jinks called
his predecessor in Talladega County. Judge Atkinson. 1o see whal he might advise. Judge
Atkinson said that Judge Junkins was a good person who would not sieer hint wrong and that
Judge links should check with him. Judge Jinks then arranged a mecting with Judge Junkins,
and met with him on January 28, 2020 Tudge lunkins told Tudge hinks that he saw no problem
with a Probate Judge considering adoptions where venue was elsewhere: that it made the
adoption process more elficient; and that My Echols was an outstanding and honovable lawyer.
1t was only aller this meeting of January 28. 2020 that fudge Jinks decided he would hear
adoptions (iled in his court regardless of venue unless venue was challenged,

Despite Judpe links™ decision in this regard. Ms. P continued (o argue that venue
was a problem. and she was less than civil in her protestations. On one oecasion when the
petitioners resided outside Talladega County ~ Judge dinks belicves in Marshall County - Ms.

i’ snapped hatelully at Mr. Echols. asking “why don’t you just lile your petition in
Marshali County? Judge links told Ms. P that she needed Lo behave civilly cven when
she objected to what was being done.

On another vecasion, Ms. P ubjected vehemently Lo Judpe Hinks® sipning an
interlocutory order, arguing aggressively and vocilerously that such orders were not signed in
Taltadega County, 1o fact, when an adopting party has custody of the child who is the subject ol
the adoption, such interlocutory vrders are necessary 1o protecet the child i the event ol an
accident or other emergency requinng medical care. Indeed. contrary 1o Ms. P
persistent assertions o the comtrary. the law requires the entry ol interlocutory orders under such
circumstances. Sece Code of Alabama. Section26-10A-18: ~Onee a petitioner has received the
adoptee into his or her home for the purposes of adoption. and a petition for adoption has been
filed. an interfocutory decree shall be entered delegating 1o the petitioner (1) custody .7 Asa
result of Judge Jinks™ doing the right thing - despite the angry protest of Ms. - maosl
lawyers Hling an adoption pettion in Talladega County appropristely request an interlocutory
order. Judge Jinks enters such orders with a hearing date in the event the adoption has not been
completed within a reasonable time,

Three other quick points should be made, First the JC should ke into account that
matleys related o adoptions contribvied siendicantly to Ms. PP hostility toward Judge
Jinks and possibly led to this complaint. This is true even though on one of sucl adoption matiers
(interlocutory orders) Ms. T was dead wrong, and on another of such matters (venue).
she appears very likely wrong,
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Secondby, petitions Tor adoption Tiled in “Talladega County by Mi Echiols and Ms, Hardy
have always been very thoroughly put tegether and in order. 1Uis rare that any document has
been {elt out of the hle.

Finally, in her complant. Ms. stales pejoratively that Judge Jinks gets excited
when he is 1o hear an adoption matter liled by Mr. FEchols. The rruth is that Judge Jinks is
exciled about heaving any adoption petition. Adoptions, inchuding helping create good, loving
Familics through the adoption process, are the most gratiiving part ol his job. so much so that
every time he grants an adoption, he places the name of the child on a list and sends the child a
birthday card on his or her next birthday. Jadge Jinks also takes adoplhion petitions very
seriously. [le reads and relies on the home stndies of the petitioners and learns what he can from
such studies and from hearings about the parents 1o be, His office and he  check petitions
closely. To Judge Jink's knowledge. there has been only onc petition filed in his court that has
resulted in a probleny, and thar problem is one of the subjects ol Ms. I comiplaint, It
wil! be addressed in that context. but it bears noting here that Mr. Iichols was not involved in the
problem adoption.

VI, Use of Judicial Stationery for Personal Puyposes

This occurred on only anc occasion. and Judee Jinks made a mistake. e was asked to
write a leuter for sumeone who had suffered a stroke and had limited mobility. Because this
person was in linancial dilTiculty. he needed to try Lo sell an insurance policy on his life, Judge
Hnks wrole a letter trying to help him do that. Judge Jinks bad nothing personal to gain [rom the
letter, and since the tme of the Jetter, Judge Jinks has used only personal stationery [or such
matlers

VI,  Pattern of Other Conduct unbelitting the Judicial Oflice

i, When you found out My, G was trying to coneeive a child, vou toltd her not
to get pregnant until after the election

That is not what Judge Jinks said. When he heard that Ms, G and her hushand wuere
thinking of having a child, Judge Jinks said lightheartedly and jokingly that he hoped she had
child before the next election hecause the office would need all “hands an deck™,

b, You play country music so loudly (hat court customers can hear it,

Rarely. Judge Jinks plays music on his computer when he is processing documents. 11is
intent has been to play the musie just loud enough Tor him 1o hear, 1M anyvone was disturbed by
the music, he would have been happy for her or him to close the door or to ask i to do so.
Judpe Jinks had no idea the music disturbed anvone. but he now closes his deor when he is in his
office,
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¢. You asked an emplovee, “Does anvhody in here mind having their temperature
checked from behind, or do you prefer it on vour head?”

This is another example of vverstawement, o1 perhaps people not understanding or hiking
what was intended as mnocent humor. During COV1Y's outhreak in March and April, the
courthouse was closed to the public. During this time. Judge Jinks atlowed lawyers and real
eslate professionals to conduct title searches in the probate olTice. and he purchased a digilal
thermometer to check the temperature of thase doing this work. e also told probate stalT that
the temperatwe of employees would be checked daily and that anyone with fever should stay
home and go w the doctor as soon as passible. Judge Hnks also said he knew this was going Lo
be an inconvenienee, but fortunately it was a digital. and not a rectal. thermometer. Judge Jinks
hadl no idea anyone was offended by this apparently unsuceessiul attempt at humor,

Tronically. a stal¥ member fast vear had an endoscopy 1est and a colonoscopy al the sanie
time. Judge Jinks told Ms. 12 that was a rough day of lesting. Ms. D responded, “yveih.
but | tald |the employce] if she woke up with a bad taste in her mouth, she would know which
Lest they did firsi!™ This eventis oltered not beeause anything was wrong, with Ms. D
Joke. but rather because nothing was wrong with 1L

d. Asvou admitted 1o Chief Clerk I? Lavou aet the way you do so people
will pet to know you and thus understand vou, and vou make comments to get
] A
the shock reaction

As discussed later in connection with parts -1 of the complaint. Ms, P s0-
called intervention never occurred. In another context, 1t is possible when petting (o know Ms,
I that he told her he likes 1o injeet humor into conversations or something of that nature.

VIIL. DPattern of Unfaithfulness to the Law or Failure to Maintain Professional
Competence in the Law

a. Since March 2019, vou have allowed My, Echols to file adoeption petitions in
Talladepn Coupnty .. ...

Judge Jinks has already responded above to this contention,

b. Adoption Petition ol S.W.R., Case # A20-025

This was a pre-birth adoption petition liled by attorney Trina Hammonds alier the
biological mother had signed a consent to the adoplion that was wilnessed by Ms. Hamimonds.
The biotogical mother had the right to revoke her consent in writing live days fvom the date she
signed the consent or within five days of the birth ol the child. whichever was later. The Court
received no notice of revocation prior to the hearing date

In the petition and at the hearing, the petitoner was represented 1o be the wife ol the
lather of the child. as listed on the child™s birth certificate. and she ad her husband. thye
purported lather ol the child, so testified at the hearing. Petitioner also testilied that she and her
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husband had brought the child home from the hospital following its birth.  That is, the petitioner
was the only mother the child had ever known. Judge links considered this fact, along with the
fact that petitioner was married (o the child’s father in what appeared to be a stable marriage, to
be good cause tor waiving the one-year requirement. [ have uncovered no Alabama decision
holding that a judge lacks the diseretion to make such a decision. On this basis. and believing
the petitioner’s husband was the father of the child and that petitioner had 1aken the baby home
from the hospital, Judge Tinks granted the adoption,

Shortly after the adoption was granted, the biological mother filed an emergency petition
10 sct aside the adoption. She alleged that she had orally informed the adopting petitioner within
5 days of the bivth that she had changed her mind about consenting to the adoption. At the
emergency hearing the adopting petitioner, her husband, and the biological mother all admitied
in testimony that they had participated in a scheme to deceive the court into belicving that the
petitioner’s husband was the father of the child and ihat petitioner had taken the child home from
the hospital. On that basis, Judge Jinks set aside the adoption, and assessed the guardian ad
litem's [ee against all three of the pattics who participated in the fraud.

Not only did Judge Jinks consult with Ms, P about the order he entered, but,
before cntering the order, he also asked Talladega’s senior circuit judge to review it. The circuit
judge told Judge Tinks the order was (ine. The biological mother admitied in her testimony that
she had participated in the scheme to delraud the Court.

Judge Jinks reported the entire matter Lo the District Attorney. He has not yet heard what,
if anything, the District Attorney plans 1o do.

¢. Involuntary commitment of A.A. #c20-022: On Scplember 14, 2020, vou took
jurisdiction of the petition for involuntary commitment of AA who was confined
in the Calhoun County jaii. ...

When the petition for involuntary commitment was [iled in the Probate Court for
Talladega County, to Judge Jinks’ knowtedge, A.A. was in the Talladega County jail.

d. Marriage Recorded in Marriage Book 147, Page 314

Asking Ms, P to delay muailing the marriage documentation to the Office of Vital
Statistics tor a short time was {ully appropriate. Withan one hour afler becoming married, the
purported wife came back (o the probate office saying she had just learned the husband was on
drugs, and she wanted the marriage set aside. Judge Jinks promptly called the Office of Vital
Statistics to determine what he should do under such circumstances. The person to whom Judge
Jinks spoke advised him to scek advice from the Administrative Office of Courts (“AOC™) and
1o delay sending the information to Vital Statistics until he had obtained that acdvice. Al that
point, ludge Jinks asked Ms. lo do what Vital Statistics reccommended, i.c., delay
mailing the documentation,
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Judge Jinks prompily sought the advice of AOC. Tle was teld that there was nothing he
could do. Based on that information. Judge !nks asked Ms. P to mail the documentation
to the Office of Vital Statistics. The documentation was mailed the very next day alter the
martiapc.

IX. In Adoption Petition of S.W.R, — Dircct Contempt

‘The biological mother testified that she was in on the fraudulent scheme from the
begiming. She acknowledged that it was her idea to list the husband of the adopting petitioner
as the [ather ol the child on the bitth certificate. She was futly aware that the [raudulent petition
would be filed, and she encouraged il. The order the JIC quotes at page 7 of the complaint says
in essence all of ihe [oregoing, and, bicfore entering the order, Judge Jinks showed it to Talladega
County’s senior ¢ireuit court judge 1o determing whether it was correctly wrilten. ‘The circuit
court judge told Judge Finks the order was fine,

X. Involuntary Commitment of A A. —vou allegedly toak the following actions:

a. You spoke to the impending petitioner about the facts and told him to file the
petition in your court.

As he would do with respect (o any citizen ol Talladegn County when called with a
question, Judge Jinks told the impending petitioner the procedures that had (o be followed in
connection with an involuntary commitment. Judge Jinks told the impending petitioner that a
petition could be filed in Talladega County Probate Court only if the subject of the petition was
located in Talladega County. Although the impending petitioner, in asking his questions, spoke
of the history of A.A."s mental illness, Judge Jinks did not pre-judge the petition, but rather
bosed his decision 1o commit on the evidenee presented to him at the hearing. Judge Jinks views
it as an administrative responsibility ol the Probate Judge o answer questions put o lim by
citizens of his county, and if he doesn’t know the answer to attempt to seek out the answer.

After A.A. was arrested and placed in the Talladega County jail, Judge links received a
call from the impending petitioner and (old him 1o speak to AllaPointe Health about the details of
filing a petition.

b. You decided vou were going to commit

Prior to the conduct of a hearing. Judge Jinks decided anly that he would not rule oul a
commitment — as people in his office were urging him to do (with one person describing A A, as
a *nuisance”) - without hearing the evidence presented to him. When the evidence was
presented to him at a hearing, which included wstimony [rom an expert that A AL was
schizophrenic. and from law enforcement that she was a danger to hersclt or others, he found that
the criteria for involuntary commitment were satisfied. and on that basis, he determined that an
involuntary commitment order was appropriate.
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¢. You told the impending petitioner that you would get the Talladega County
Sheriff to move AA from the Calhoun County jail to the Talladega County jail

Judge links said he would inquire of the Sherifl™s oflice how such matters were handled
wiien a resident of Talladega County was in jail in an adjoining county. Oxlord, the city in
which A.A. lived is divided between two counties, Calhoun and Talladega.

d. You asked about picking up A.A. at the Calthoun
County jnil and transporting her to_the Talladegn County jail,

Judge Jinks asked the Chiel Deputy how such matiers were handled when a vesident ot
Talladega County was in jail in an adjoining county. Once appropriale procedures were
cxplained to Judge Jinks, he did not ask the Sherilf™s office to do anything that was not in
accordance with normal procedures.

¢. Youcalled the mental health Jinison at AltaPointe Flealth to “demand that Jits
stafl] do something,

Judge Jinks did not demand that AltaPointe do anything. He did explain his {rustralion with
the mental health system and how difficult it is to obtain help for a mentally ill person who needs
help. There was also a discussion of the inadequate funding of mental health and that as a resuit,
there was a waiting list for beds. They also discussed that doctors, in many inslances, iclcasc
patients alter just a few days of treatment and in most cases, they are back in a maiter of weeks.
They discussed that often patients are relcased belore they should be released.

f. Probatc Judpe Martin told vou A.A.s mental health did aot mect the necessary
criteria for involuntary commitment

Judge Jinks did speak with Calhoun County Probate Judge Alice Martin. His recollection
is that Judge Martin told him that A.A. had been the subject of an Outpatient Treatment Order in
Calhoun County. To Judge Jinks that meant that A.A. satisficd the criteria for involuntary
commitment. Code of Alabama, Section 22-52-10.3(a) provides that “at the final hearing on a
petition for commitment secking the involuntary commitment of a respondent, the probate court
may order that the respondent participate in outpatient treatment provided by a designated mental
heallhy facility.”

g. When Ms. D reminded you that a person with dementin or (raumatic brain
injury does nol meet the mental health eriteria for inveluntary commitment, you
stated, "Well, we're going to do something”,

What Judge Jinks recalls Ms. DD telling him is that A.A. is just a nuisance. Judge
Jinks did not determine to do anything relative to involunlary treatment {or A.A. until he heard
the evidence presented at the hearing, Although there was evidence that A.A. had suffered a
head injury in an accident some time ago, there was also evidence that she had been treated for
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mental illness long prior to the accident., and Judge Jinks determined that someone with a
traumatic brain injury could still benelit from treatment for his or her mental iliness.

XI. The complaint skipped over XI1.

XL By vour actions in_the Inveluntary Commitment of A A., you lent the prestige of the
judicial office to ndvance the private interests of the petitioner, and you conveyed
the impression that he was in a special position to influence you.

‘The petitioner in this maticr was not in a special position to intluence fudge Jinks. Judge
Jinks did not know the petitioner. To his knowledge, Judge Jinks had never scen or spoken 1o
the petitioner prior to his calling the probate office Lo learn whether it would be appropriate o
file an involuntary commitment pelition in that courl. fudge Jinks saw the petitioner for the first
time at the hearing. The petitioner was a citizen of Talladega County as was A.A. Both of them
had the same rights, and were treated the same way, as any other citizen of Talladega County
under the same or similar circumstances. Judge Jinks believes in helping people like A A, and
he is very hopeful that she has benelitted, or will benefit, [rom the treatment he directed she
should receive.

XIIl. You have engaged in ex parte cammunications with attorneys outside the presence
of opposing counsel and with litigants outside the presence of counscl. In addition,
your conversations with the impending petitioner about the facts of his impending
petition in Tnvoluntary Commitment of AA were ex parte communications,

With respect to the general allegalion of “ex parte conversalions with atlorneys outside
the presence of opposing counsel and with litigants outside the presence of counsel™, 1 request
that the JIC provide the [actual basis for the claim.

The only possibility Judge Jinks can think of relates to his speaking to the atlorney
appointed to represent A.A. in the involuntary commitmenl procceding. Judge Jinks informed
that Jawyer that the hearing would be held by zoom and that he should provide the email
addresscs for any witnesses he might call at the hearing.

With respect to conversations with the impending petitioner in the involunlary
commitment malter, Judge Jinks believed he was handling an administrative function of his
office, i.e., advising a citizen of the procedures to [ollow in an emergency situation where a
relative was in jail, and allegedly instead needed 1o be receiving treatment. The impending
petitioner told Judge Jinks just enough background to allow Judge Jinks to try fo provide an
accurate procedural answer. At the time of the conversations with the impending petitioner,
Judge Jinks did not know who to inform of the communication, but certainly did not keep it a
secret. In addition, nothing said in a conversation with the impending petitioner had any impact
on Judge Jinks' decision with respect (o any substantive issue involved in the involuntary
commitment proceeding,
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XIV. You have conducted independent investigations, i.e., gathering facts outside of court
proceedings, by poing twice to nursing homes to discuss guardianshipy cases with the
home administrator and/er social worker.

Judge Jinks did this on one occasion shortly after taking oflice, Ile informed the afTected
tawyer what he had done at the time and apologized for making an crror in that regard. In a case
with dueling petitions for guardianship over a disabled adull sibling, there was hearsay evidence
that one of the sibling-petitioners had lell a nasty voicemail on the phone of a nursing home
where the disabled sibling once resided. The sibling-petitioner who was accused of doing so
denied the allegation. Judge Jinks had already decided o rule against that sibling-petitioner, bul
was interested in whether she had in fact lefl a nasty voicemail at the nwising home. He asked
the nursing home administrator who said no such nasty voicemail had been left. Based on the
evidence presented at the hearing, and obviousty not on the information provided by the nursing
home administrator, Judge Jinks appointed a different sibling-petitioner as guardian.

The only other matter the complainant might be relerving to relaled 10 another petition for
guardianship where the petitioner wanted, for financial reasons, 10 remove his sister from a
nursing home. A nursing home representative attended the hearing. Both the lawyer for the
petitioner and the puardian ad litem agreed the Court needed a letter from the nursing home
physician setting out the condition of the proposcd watrd, and Judge Jinks directed the nursing
home to obtain such a letter. When no letter was forthcoming, the attorney for the petitioner
asked Judge Jinks to help obtain the letter, and Judge Jinks contacted the nursing home
administrator about obtaining the letter.

1-1IL Sex and Race Allegations

Introduction,

Much of Judge links’ career has been centered arnund public service and politics, and he
has often been in the spotlight, especially in connection with his political activitics. Over the
years, he has worked with hundreds of people throughout Alabama, both men and women, black
and white. During all these years, many people have disagreed with Judge Jinks on issues of
policy and procedure ~ alter a change in administration he was even terminated for
insubordination from his twelve-year position as Marketing and Advertising Manager at the
Alabama State Parks. But in all these years, and in all the roles Judge Jinks has {illed. there has
never been a sexual or racial complamt made against him until now, The reason is simple. He
has never sexually harassed anyone and has never discriminated against anyone on the basis of
race or gender. He was literally stunned when. on October 14, 2020, he  read the complaints
made against him with the Judicial Inquiry Commission,

Unquestionably, Ms. P , has i1l will toward Judge Jinks, That is largely because
upon Judge Jinks® becoming Probate Judge in January of 2019, Ms. P role in the
Probate Judge's office changed. Under tormer Probate Judge Atkinson, Ms. P had

enormous authority, She did a lot of the work that Judge Jinks now does. Some of the lawyers
who practiced in Probate Court called her Judge P
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By invitation from Judge Atkinson, Judge Jinks, (ollowing his election in November
201 8. observed Judge Aikinson conduct hearings. Ms. PP sat (o the right side ol the
judge. Afler he ruled, he passed the lile o Ms. P and asked the parties o go 1o her officc
where she would sign off on all documents. According 1o Ms. P . she was so
indispensable that if she had o be out of the office, Judge Atkinson often rescheduled hearings.
[n addition, Ms, I’ handled cverything related to clections.  She also supervised the other
cemployees in the office and was inlTuential with respect 10 who became employed by the office.
She also had influence with respect to other appointments the judge was responsible tor making.

Aller Judge Jinks became judge. he undertook 1o lcarn from Ms. P . but made it
clear that once he became acclimated. hearings would not be rescheduled beeause of her absence.
Iudge Jinks did not want 1o inconvenience either lnwyers or other people who had business with
the court. Judge Jinks also told Ms. P that he would be the person who signed off on all
documents, that he would make all appointments for which the Probate Judge was responsible,
and that he would take an active role in the interview process [or new employees. Although
Judge Jinks valued Ms. P thoughts and recommendations wilh respect 1o issues that
arnse in the affice. he made it clear that he would make his own decisions. Tlandling adopliens
where venue lay elsewhere and, when appropriate, entering interlocutory orders are two
examples,

Put simply, it is evident that Ms. I? became resentlul of Judge Jinks for reasons
related 1o his exercising decision-making authonty and unrelated to the allegations in parts 1111
of the complaint.

Judge Jinks appreciates this opportunity to address especially the claims madc in parts J-
ITF because they paint a picture of him that is not him. Tl is not sexist, Fle is not racist. Many
of the allegations are untrue or badly misleading. Others are misinterpretaiions ol comments
purportedly made by ludge links in private phone conversations. The person who cavesdropped.
or otherwise claims Lo have overheard Judge links' comments. heard only one side of the
conversation. and made a serious. and seriously Nawed, complaint without having any
knowledge of context,

One further comment should be made before addressing specific allegations, Ms,
r contends that she talked {o Judge Jinks about “lempering his inappropriate and
unprofessional comments and conduct”, Never once did that occur, Had Ms. P or
anyone clse told Judge Jinks that his commenis or conduet were offensive to stalT members. or
that anyone fclt sexually harassed by him. or that he had said something that was ragially or
sexually insensitive and offensive, he would have responded in a serious manner and would have
changed whatever needed 10 be changed.

On an occasion when a new employee had just been hired, fudge Jinks does recall Ms.
P saying to him that she knew he liked “to put himself out there™, and that the new
employee was a young lady, so he should be respectful, Because Judge Jinks makes a point of
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being respectful to everyone, hic did not know to what Ms. T was referring. and she
offered absolutely none of the information now alleged in the complaint against him. This
conversation was very brief, and Judge Jinks recalls responding only “of course™ to what he
considered a curious comment.

1. Pattern of Sexual Harassment and Creation of Intimidating, Hostile, nnd
Offonsive Work Environment.

Judge Jinks disagrees passionately with the idea that he has created a hostile and offensive
work enviranment or that there is such an environment in his office. As a matter of background,
Judge Jinks has consistently obscrved stall talking and laughing on workdays. Almost every
day, he walks through the office and savs “good moming”™ to everyone. To make staff members
[eel valued, he has taken every employcee 1o lunch at least once - and some employees multiple
times. When someone has lost a loved one and Judge Jinks has known aboul it, he has uniformly
attended memorial events or otherwise paid his respecls.

In two years, Judge Jinks has tailed only ance to buy a cake for the birthday ol a staff
mumber. On that one occasion, the stalT member was on vacation. Jucge Jinks has bought
donuts for his office and once bought them (or the entire courthouse staff. When one staff
member, Ms. G . was married early last year, but was unable to go anywhere (or a
heneymoon night, Judge Jinks arranged. and paid for, a bluiT side suite for the couple at
Gunlersville State Park.

There are other ways Judge Jinks has wicd o create a [riendly oflice envivonment = the
opposite ol a hostile environment. e was, for example, generous with his personal gifls to stalt
al Christmas last year, and every employee, at their initiation, hugged his neck, e has always
been understanding when staif members have needed (o miss work because of family issues.
Nuring the pandemic he has repeatedly demonstrated his concern for the safety of his staft, For
weeks, his employees were the only ones to have their temperatures checked every day when
they came to work. Ile has also approved several promotions with pay raiscs for staff members,
and he personalty lobbied the Talladega County Commission to oblain a 5% raisc in pay [or Ms.
P :Inaddition, in appreciation for Ms, P hard work during clections, he has
shared with her the $.05 per voter state law allows Probate Judges Tor preparing the voters list
during primary and general elections. e has bought apples and onions when stall people sell
them even though he eats neither apples nor onjons. Tle has bought Girl Scout caokies tor Ms.

P and Ms. 1D . and he recently gave Ms, D a card with o $50 Longhorns gilt card
as a way to show his appreciation for her hard work, These acts by Judge Tinks are not
calculated; rather they represent who he is, and they contribute 1o a good working environimenl -
not a hostile onc.

With respect 1o the specific atlegations of wronpdoing, Judge Jinks responds as follows:

Sexunlly Inapproprinte Comments,

a1, You have joked and commented ghout sceing wonsen in bikinis,
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This is a very vague nceusation. Judge Jinks has not made any such remarks to, or in the
presence ol any stall member, He does not even recull, muking such g coniment in a private
conversation on his personal cell phone. if he did, Ms. or someone else should have
suggested 1o him that he keep his office door closed. Had he had any notion that people were
listening to his private calls, or were offended in any way by what they claim (o have heard, he
would have made certain that his door was closed when he was in his office.

1 in g vibeator to get the

woman to feel good,
Judge Jinks has not made any such remarks 1o, or in the presence of, any stalT member.

¢ You have statetl vou pay voung ladies to have sex with vou

dudge Jinks has not made any such remarks to, or in the presence of, any stall” member,
and (Fanyone else has said it about him. the statenient would be [alse,

d. Duriug the COVID-19 pandemie, you told Mr, 1) r yin hearing
distance of (wao female employees, that when vou huve sex, you have to bend
them over to the back und huve hit-it-from-back sex,

Judge Jinks made no comment to Mr, P involving the phrase *“hit it from the back™
sex and does nol know how Mr, P could have overheard from his ollice a private
conversation in Judge links' office. Mr. P ofTice sits entirely across (he room (rom

Judge links office,

“ITit it from the back™ is a term Judge Jinks has never used in referring to himsellt e
duoes, however, recall using that phrase in his office on his personal cell phone while speaking
privately to a friend about another [viend. Judge links describes the subject of the comment as a
good person with a serious sex addiction problem. This person attends church regularly and is a
responsible, honest individual, But. whencever one talks to him, he tries 1o bring up sex and his
latest conquests, and on one occasion he mentioned - in relation 1o himsell - the concept of “hit it
from the back.”

I & private conversation, Judge Hinks quoted to a fricnd what this troubled person had
said, IFMr, P overheard the comment, he had to have been making an eftort to do so, and
he twisted. or misunderstood. the comment. in a way to make it scem that Judge Jinks was
speaking ol his own experiences, Judge Tinks personally is disgusted by the phrase. but his
canversation was intended to be a privale one abou( a serious problem,

One other point should be made here. As Ms, P can, and should, conlirm, M,
B credibilily is subject to some question, Ms. P ot more than one occasion has
urged Judge Jinks to fire Me, P because he lied 10 both Ms, P and Judge Jinks
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about taking online college courses during olTice howrs, Judge Tinks has always liked Mr.

I and believes in second chances. For that reason., and because he believes Mr, P

has been very helpful in the clection process and has an engaging personality that is good for the
work of the office, Judge Jinks has resisted Ms. P efforts to have him lred, Ms,

P did make a note in Mr. P personnel file about his taking online college courses
during office hours and/or aboul his being untruthful in that regard.

¢. You asked, I like porn-don'{ you?

Judge Jinks does not recall ever having asked that question of anyone,

f.  You sang throughout the office, “Everybody wants my body sometimes.”

Judge Jinks is a singer and sometimes sings sollly or whistles while he works at his desk,
He has done a fair amount of recording. One ol his favorite singers is Dean Martin, and e has
recorded a 10-song ¢d of Dean Martin songs. One ol Judge Jinks' tavoritc Dean Martin songs is
*Everybody loves somebody sometimes.” As humor, Dean Martin used 1o sing the lyrics as
“everybody wants my body sometimes.” Tudge Jinks may well have sung the song that way
when walking to the water cooler, 1 he did so. though. it was sung soflly (what Judge Jinks
describes as practically singing under his breath), and was not intended to be offensive, 1f
anyone had ever even suggested to him that he was singing an oflensive song, he would have
made a point ol nol singing il.

You stated, “can vou smoell my colopne? “1t's enlled sex. Maybe now Pl pef
some."

While at Michacls Men's Wear across the street {rom tho courthouse 10 buy a suit, Judge
Jinks absent=mindedly sprayed on a sample of cologne and then saw it was called “SEX™, Later,
anemployee, T D . cume into Judge Jinks® ofTiee he believes to bring a file. e
innocently told her he had sprayed the cologne on al Michaels Men's Wear and then noliced the
name was “SEX", [I'he said “maybe now [l pel some™, he should not have dane so, and
doubts that he did.  In any event, the comment - if made - would have been intended as a
lighthearted, self-deprecating, and pretiy tame joke.

This was mentioned by Judge Jinks in a private cell phone call in his office, Somcone
texted him an online recitation af creative ways people were imaking masks. e mentioned the
text and the bra comment to someone with whom he was speaking privately. Judge finks did not
know until this complaint was (iled that people were overhearing his privale conversations. 1o
wishes al least one person, and especialty Ms, P . had merely asked him to keep his office
doar closed when on the phane. e would have gladly complied,
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b You sipted, “Lvant to ga to the heach and look at all the givls in the bikinis,
Precious memaries, how they lnger”,

This is unother example of a person cavesdropping on, or otherwise overhearing, &
personal and private cell phane conversation.  In the enll Judge Jinks was reporting 10 a friend
what he had earlier told his pastor. e said he 1old his pastor that he had a conference coming up
at Orange 13each. and would be sitiing on the beach where women would be running around in
swim suits, and Judge links would be humming that old song *Precious Memories!”

‘I'his should net have been offensive io anyone. but if it was, Ms, P OF SOMCONE

¢lse should have suggested that Judge Jinks close his door when on a privale call.

i After ] watehed the halftime show [with seantily elad female dnneeys), I needed

{o go confess my sins

This is yet another example of a person cavesdropping on, or atherwise averhearing, a
personal and private cell phone conversation, In this eall, fudge Jinks said he had texited his
pastor after the hatftime show of the super bowl and told him it was the most sexually
inappropriate hutflime show he had ever seen, Judge Jinks said that he bad jokingly told his
pastor that he wasn’t having the purest of thoughts as he watched the show and Lthat his pastor
had suggested scheduling a visit for confession, 1 this was offensive o anyone — and it should
not have been - the offended person should have closed Judge Jinks' door, suggestied that Judge
dinks do o, or stopped listening.

k. Inreferepce to the 19 yenr ojd employee who worked only two duys before
quitting, you commented, “1 would like to see her in n bikini”

Judge Jinks denies this uccusation, The day the employee, who hud been Bired by Ms,
P , quil, Judge Jinks was in his Sylacauga office. He was told by Ms, I that the
cmployee quil because she wanted to retur 1o school. Judye Jinks talked to this new employee
for a total of tive minuies right after she was hired, The conversation was very respectiul on
hoth sides.

1 o g
. Onoraround July 10, 2020, you showed My, 1! i _the poll-hook room

yom shing their breasts L g

Depending on one's definition of *parnography™. this allegation is busically accurate,
My, P and Judge Jinks were working in the poli-book reom when a lriend texted Judge
Jinks a country music song called “show them to me.” "The video showed women Nashing their
bicasts, Juddge Jinks showed Uw text video 1o Mr, P . wha watched it withou giving any
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indication of being offended, Nevertheless, Judge Jinks recognizes that he should not have
shown the texi message 10 Mr. I’ in the workplace.
Gender-biased contments

m.

i 2y should know their place

Any diseussion Judge Jinks may have bad that even resembles the alleged statement
would have been in whin be thought was the privacy ol his office, Although Judge Jinks very
much likes o drive boats. and is most comfortable when he does the driving - no matter whether
the alternative is a woman or a man - he does not believe he would have said even Lo a friend that
“women should know their place.” I he ever has said any such thing. and he does not believe he
has, it was abviously said as a joke. Judge Jinks has taken instruction from many women aver
the course of his life, and in the probate olfice, he relied heavily on Ms, [ and Ms. D
belore becoming acclimated (o the job, [ie still relics on them,

Judge links categorically, emphatically, and passionately denies this allegation. He has
never made such a stalement, and he has never belioved any sueh thing, e believes instead, and
has told (riends, that George Floyd was murdered by the police officer,  1ie wishes that another
police officer had saved Mr. Floyd's lHe and that such an act might have helped unite our
country, Judge Jinks believes that the death ol Mr, Floyd was o wagedy and that the person who
caused Mr. Floyd’s death must be held fully accountable. Judge Jinks is upsel and bewildered
that anyone would make such an accusation against him.

' ¢ ey I

0, You stated that vou %grot her nss told.”
u ik

Judge Jinks has not made this coniment either in the office or in a private conversation in
his office. Ms, P has told Judge Jinks that B M . an employee who was
dismisscd al Ms, P insistence. ofen made such comments, Judge Jinks has not,

p. You commented, *P  Is nothing but o dapw bifeh!®

Although he does not recall using the word “damn™, Judge Jinks - in a private
conversation with Ms. P - expressed his frustration with *P ™ using words similar to
those in the aliegation, and Ms, P appeared o agree. She responded by rolling her cyes
and saying, “she is something else”™ P " is the county administrator and is an exirnordinarily
dilTicult person with whom to get along, Ms, often complained about P, and Judge



Billy Bedsole, Esq.
November 12, 2020
Page 19

Hinks has had significant run-ins with her. Judpe Jinks™ feelings about the county administrator
e shared by many, il not most, of the people in the courthouse. including the members of her
office. "I ™ has a large turnover in stall,

Ms. P did nottell Judge Jinks she felt his language was inappropriate under the
circumstances, but he will refrain lrom any such language in the future,

o You stated, ‘1 have heard that girl was nothing but a whore.”

In Judge Jinks® opinion, a young woman who worked in the courthouse dressed very
inappropriately. Over time, her dress beeame even more inappropriate, and Judge Jinks asked
Ms. D who the person was. In (hal conversation. Judge Jinks 1old Ms. D that he felt the
wonman dressed inappropriately for the courthouse and looked more “like a hooker™. e did not
use the word “whore, and hie did not say she “was nothing but a whore™. Judge links did nol
know the woman and said nothing about her character, He recognizes now that he must be very
careful about the language he uses, and he will do that in the luture.

r. o ol wwi o + T

This is another example of someone who cavesdropped on, or otherwise overheard, u
private conversation Judge Jinks had on his pevsonal ¢ell phone in his office. In the
conversation, Judge Jinks read to a friend n text he had just reccived, “I'he text had a picture of
Jackic Gleason in character as the sherill in Smokey and the Bandit. What the person heard was
n quote under the pholograph of Jackie Gleason. The words were not those of Judge Tinks,

Judge Jinks is uncertain of to what the complaining parly is veferring. Judge Jinks does
waltch the news in his office, and on rare occasions, he turns up the volume so that he can hear
what is said. He does not believe the volume was sufticiently loud for anyone to hear who was
not trying to hear. In any event, what the complaining party heard was the news,

t. Ihe stolen snndwich

Although this complaint is overstated, Judge Jinks did heecome upset about the stolen
sandwich — perhaps too much so, but he was frustrated and had reason to be (rustrated, Prior to
the incident in the complaint, Judge Jinks had twice since taken oftice had his food taken from
the oflice kitchen, Even though he was disturbed by what he considered a thefl In the office, on
neither occasion did he say anything about it. Then, on July 14, runofl election day. a day when
no one leaves the office 1o cal, Judge Jinks reccived a call from an old friend, Ms. O H
who asked Jludge Jinks to meet her at her ear in (rom ol the courthouse, Ms, H cleans houses
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for o living, and her hair was wet with sweal, and she clearly was tired. She told Judge Jinks she
was just thinking about him and bacl brought him a BBQ sandwich and some comn and tomatoes
she had just purchased al the local market. Judge Jinks felt this was an incredibly kind gesture,
and he was moved by il

Judge Jinks put the sandwich in the bag with the corn and placed the bag in the rear of the
relvigerator. He even told stall members who were in the kitchen thal the sandwich and corn
were his. Although Judge Jinks helped Mo P cany puns of food (0 Mr, 2 car Nt
night. the reltigerator was not cleaned out. and Judge Jinks' food was in the refrigerator when he
left work. The next day when Judge Jinks wen( 1o the vefrigerator., the sandwich and corn were
gone,

1le Felt this theft was dilTerent than the earlier two, Ms, H works hard (o make a
living, and she had been kind enough to think of Judge Jinks and to buy him a sandwich and
share her produce with him. That kind of kindness means the world to Judge Jinks. Upon
discovering this third thell, Judge Jinks did not throw anything. e did, bowever, say "someone
got my damn sandwich”, and he later said that someone taking his [ood aggravated the shit out of
him, When an employee asked whether the bag was at the bottom of the refrigerator, Judge
Jinks responded “no" and that whoever took his food knew it did not belong to them. Ia
nckdition, when another employee later asked Judge Jinks whether e hod cooled down, he
rexponded “hell no, I'm stild pissed, but [don't think we need to tatk about icanymore.”

This was the first time staff members who were present had seen Judge Jinks mad,
Although because other staff members had also had their food taken, Judge Jinks wanted 10 have
a stalT meeting about the prablem, Ms. P talked him out of it. He did, however, send an
email 10 stalf about what he considered to be a problem.  In the email, he made no allegation
against anyone individually, but rather said he was disappointed thal someone in the office, or
someone who had access (o the office, would steal someone’s act of kindness. e said it should
nat happen again 1o him or anyone else,

Inapproprinte Physicyl Conduct

u, When Ms. G waus at M, P desle, on o nround July 20, 2620, you
squeezed through the confined spaee behind her, rubbing against her buttocks

Judge Jinks has no recollection at all of this event having oceurred. it is true that pais of
the office are limited in space, and that Mr. P and Ms. G . who are friends, oflen chat
al the desk of one or the other of them. or in some other Tocation within the office. [ Judge Jinks
ever had the need to pass by an area wheee Mr. P and Ms. G were talking. he did so
without any intention of touching Ms. G or Mr, I

v, You stare at women's hreasts,




Billy Bedsole, £sq.
November 12, 2020
Page 21

Judge Jinks denies that he stares ot women's breasts. The employee 1o whom Ms,

appears to be relerring was let go because of accounting crrors al the initiation of Ms,
P and, to a lesser degree, Ms. D -1 this employee, or anyone else, man or woman.
ware a t-shirt at the office with something writien on it, Judge Jinks may have read what was on
the 1-shirt, but he did not stare at Lthe person’s breasts.

l)

Alter this employee [eft the probate ofTice, she texted Judge Jinks asking for help relative to
benefits she had not reccived, but to which she lelt she was entitied. Judge Tinks assisted this
former employce, and she {inmally received the claimed benelits.

W, ' § ' i - she g
bored with her husband,
Judge Jinks did not grab Ms, by the arm. and he did not ask her whether she was

bored with her husband, During a down ime at the oflice. ihere was a discussion about
arguments between husbands and wives. In the confext ol that discussion, Judge links asked Ms.
¢ whether she and her husband argued much. She responded that they had never had an
argument. Ms, D in responsc Lo the same question, said she and her present husband do not
argue, but that her first marriage had enough arguments to cover both,

in that discussion, Judge Jinks related that his wile retired in February 2019, and caved
for her mother for the next 14 months wntil her mother passed away. [le then said that his wilt
now linds hersell bored, meaning she needed to (ind something 1o do. He did not say he found
his wile boring. The conversation was very difTerent than that described in the complaini.

x. \J ¥ . U *. ‘lll

Judge Jinks received a text from a relative ol a video ol a young woman wearing a 1-shitl
and bikini swimsuil dancing with a vacuum cleaner to a Michael Jackson song. Ms, I3
husband plays in a band. They are music people. Ms. D heard the music, walked into Judge
Jinks™ office uninvited, and said, "what arc you listening t00?” She was standing aboui 8 {eel
from Judge Jinks. Tle held the phone up and responded, “this video somcone sent me.” After no
more than 3 seconds, Judge Jinks wmed the phone around. He never asked Ms, D tw look ai
the video or whether she wanted to see it. After Judge Jinks had tumed the phone away from
her, Ms, D said, “oh I don't care Lo watch thal.” and she walked back to her desk. The video
wis not vulgar,

Denigrating Comments about Court Personnel

y. You tell “fat™ fokes and make such remarks ss: ..,
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Judge Jinks has never told a far” joke (o a single stall person, and he has never made
even one of the alleged statements (o, o in the presence of, any stalT member. e will also nol
do so in the luture, [ this is another case of cavesdropping. or overhearing a privale
conversation, the offended person heard the stalements out of context and should. in any event.
have closed Judge links' door or asked Judge Jinks 10 do so.

YR M . ML Lo LA W YR J ] 1]

g QTGO : 1 4 y

dong put on about 100 bounds,

While at poll worker's training, Judge Jinks saw Ms. G high school portrail, but
he is not the person who brought up the subject. Rather, Mr, P initiated the discussion,
saying “Judge saw your picture and didn’t even recognize you,” Judge Jinks responded that but
for Mr, P having pointed oul the portrait Lo him. fudge Jinks probably would not have
recognized Ms. G because she had changed. She — not Judge Jinks - then said she had
gained some weight. Ms. G scnior porirait showed her only from the shoulder tevel up,
so Judge links was unaware of her high school weight, and in any cvent would have said nothing
about il to Ms. G

as. [You demenned Ms, G grandfather]

To his knowledge. Judge Jinks has never known, and has never discussed with anyone,
Ms. € grandlather or grandmother. Who he did briclly discuss with Ms. G is her
husband’s great grandfather. . and what Judpe Jinks said has been badly
mischaracterized. Mr, and Judge Jinks were [riends. Bul when Judge Jinks® father re-
surveyed his land in the carly 2000°s. was unhappy about what the survey showed,
a fact about which Judge Jinks leamned only in 2018. Because Judge Jinks liked
and always had, he asked Ms. G . who ta Judge Jinks” memory had not vet marvied into

family., whether was billter toward him., Ms. G siidd he was, and

Judge Jinks simply made clear that that would nol ereate any problem between him and Ms.
G

Judge Jinks also told Ms. G that he had visited with . and he seemed
frail. He might have mentioned that house needed some atlention. but he did not
say it was “disgusting”. Tn any event Judye Jinks' comment was intended Lo point out anly that

had always kept his property up very well, but that it appeared his health was now
preventing him from doing so. Ms. G did say she would like to keep Family matters
scparate from work, and Judge Jinks simply said he understood,

Judge Jinks did not say - or fecl - anything remotely like he did not care whether

dicd. The only reason Judge Jinks did not auend luncral is that he did
not learn of passing until aller the funeral had been held. According to Judge
Jinks, wite, .was a delightlul woman, and he did not say or feel anything

negative aboul her. Despite upset about the fand survey, Judge Jinks had nothing
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but respecet for . and as indicated abave. he went out of his way 1o be kind
1o Ms. G in connection with her marriage into family.

It You have continued to act inappropriately despite vouy chief clerk’s intervention in
early June 2020, expresging her coneerng about some of vour langunge comments,
and conduet being inappropriate and unprofessional,

As noted above at the end of the introduction to parts I-11 of the complaint, Ms. P
did not intervenc in the way she represents in the complaint, fudge Jinks very much wishes that
she had done so. Had Ms. P or anyone else lold Judge Jinks that his comments or
conduct were offensive lo stalf members, or that anyone {elt sexually harassed by him, or that he
had said something (hat was racially or sexually insensitive and offensive, he would have
responded in a serious manner and would have changed whatever needed 1o be changed.

ITII.  Your comments nnd actions have affeeted the morale of the eourt staff; have
intimidated and unnecessnrtly steessed_them; and arc offensive, dispusting, nnd

belittling

The filing of this complaini is the first time Judge Jinks has been (old that morale is bad
in the probate office. As set forth above, that is not the way it has appeared to him. Although it
is clear that much of this complaint is factually inaccurate, overstated., and the product of
misunderstandings, Judge Jinks recognizes that perception is eritically important. I morale is
bad, Judge Jinks, after this complaint is finally resolved®. will work diligently to improve it — and
dramatically so. This is another reason he wishes Ms. PP .or anyone ¢lsc. had in fact told
him their feelings about the operation ol the probate office. The complaint in this matter is
literally the first lime Judge Dinks has been confronted with the great majorily ol the allegations
in the complaint.

Conclusion

IMadditional information is necded by the Commission, Twill wry o provide i1, |
understand that several witnesses have been questioned by the Comimission, and although | could
be wrong, it appears that this complaint is being handled on a somewhat expedited basis. For
that reason, | request that all interviews be transcribed and provided (o me as soon as possible,
certainly well in advance of the Commission’s December 11, 2020 mecting.

¥ ludge Jinks has been advised to avoid presently addressing the complaints with stalt members
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Thank you very much.

Sincerely.

By L

Bobby Segall
John A. Henig, Jr.



